Robertson Orchids – Wholesale and Retail Sales Worldwide

PAPHIOPEDILUM – Cultural Tips

In General, Paphiopedilums or “Slipper Orchids” are terrestrial orchids comprised of approx. 85 species that originate from the South East Asian region. They are a relatively low light orchid with attractive foliage and therefore make ideal indoor plants or companions for other low light foliage plants.

LIGHT – Slipper Orchids are a low light orchid, and 1000-1500 foot candles are sufficient. Direct sunlight should be avoided at all times. Light levels can be increased if temperatures are low, and conversely in high temperatures we recommend increased shading. Most types would be found on the forest floor, which is an indicator of the desired level of light required.

POTTING MEDIA- With a few exceptions, Slipper Orchids are almost all terrestrial orchids, and enjoy constant moisture at the root zone. Therefore a potting media that holds some moisture but does not stay wet is ideal. For mature plants a suitable mix might be a medium grade of treated orchid bark with the addition of some coarse perlite and shell grit. Younger seedlings would necessitate an even finer potting media. Paphiopedilums enjoy frequent repotting, and a re-pot each year is preferred. This can be done at any time, but we find that Mid Spring is best.  

WATERING – Without pseudobulbs or other means of storing water, slipper orchids need to be kept evenly moist at all times. We recommend growing slipper orchids with overhead cover so that the watering can be controlled. When plants are grown under shade cloth, extended periods of rain (especially at the wrong time of year) can be detrimental. As a very rough guide (dependant on other factors such as temperature, relative humidity and light levels) 2-3 times per week in Summer reducing to 1-2 times per week in Winter would be an appropriate watering frequency. Water quality is important, with rainwater being best. Most town water quality is fine, but a periodic pH check is advisable. Measured pH levels above 7.5 are undesirable. 

FERTILISING – Slipper Orchids are not heavy feeders. Regular use of a balanced liquid feed all year round can yield good results. Once per week incorporated with watering is fine.  Serious growers feed at half strength every time that the plants receive water. One example of an appropriate fertilizing regime would be a growth style (Higher Nitrogen, lower Potassium) liquid feed after flowering has finished, applied once per week through to late Summer, and then a blossom booster style (Lower Nitrogen , higher Potassium) liquid feed once per week throughout the rest of the year.

TEMPERATURE – Most slipper orchids are relatively tolerant of quite a wide range of temperatures and for short periods will cope with 40 degrees C down to near freezing. However, these plants do best between the temperatures of 15-25 degrees C.   

BOOK AVAILABLE – For more information we produce a small booklet “Beginning with Orchids” which offers basic growing advice for new growers priced at $5.50 + Postage.
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